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Greetings to all our Local 2280 Members and Retirees,
  First, I would like to start off by welcoming the 
new hires to the Van Dyke plant. We hope that you 
are adjusting to the plant and are thankful to have 
you as a member of our Local!
  The holidays are once again upon us. This year 
really did fly by! I hope everyone had an enjoyable 
Thanksgiving with your loved ones and that your 
holiday preparations are going smoothly. We have 
already begun to celebrate a little here at the Local, 
hosting our Children’s Christmas movie on December 
8, 2024. We had a good showing of about 330 people 
for the movie “Moana 2”. Thank you to all who came 

out for the event and to Santa Claus for making things special for the kids.
  2024 was a busy bargaining year for the Local. All three of our sorting units 
ratified new four-year contracts over the year that included raises and gains for 
the members. I would like to thank our Vice President Nicole Didia along with 
Alfonso Randazzo (QPC) and Marcus Taylor (Bay Logistics) for their efforts in 
negotiations and the ratification process.
  I would like to acknowledge all those who support our Local throughout 
the year. I am thankful for the other Officers and Executive Board for helping 
make the big decisions that affect the membership. I know I can always count 
on the In-Plant Committee and Appointees to keep things running smoothly in 
the plant. I would be remiss not to mention our standing committees and their 
hard work fundraising and organizing our social events. Lastly, I would like to 
thank all of our volunteers who step up to help out throughout the year. Time is 
a valuable thing and we appreciate you spending yours to better the Local! 
  Thanks to the powers of collective bargaining, most of us will be enjoying 
a nice stretch of time off for the holidays and it is my hope you get to spend it 
with your family and loved ones. If you are part of the small group working 
between the holidays, please be safe. As always, I am here at the Local to assist 
you, so if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call. May you 
all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

President’s
Report

by ANDY 
VULTAGGIO

The Holiday Season Is Upon Us

Greetings Brothers and Sisters of our Local,
  This year has been a different kind of year. Sadly, many of us experienced 
loss over the year, with the passing of family members and friends. We lost 
too many active members and retirees and often the grief that comes with 
these transitions can be a lot to bear. In addition to these heavy feelings, we 
have been experiencing TLOs and the rumors circling in the plant can be 
overwhelming. Thankfully, we are resilient and pray and fight through it 
all. We are fortunate to have a team of leadership that keeps us working and 
providing for our families. 
  Remember that the Chaplaincy Committee is 
here for you during your struggles and if you could 
benefit from the power of prayer, please reach out. 
We hope everyone has a great Holiday Season 
with family and friends. Keep your trust in God 
to continue to carry us through the challenging 
times. God willing, we will see everyone on the 
other side of the New Year.

of the...
CHAPLAINCY Committee

 by CHAPLAIN SCOTT ARRINGTON, Chairperson and
Chaplains Alex Nye, Dave Murray, Victor Graves, and Terry Pendergrass

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

May you all have a Merry Christmas and
a healthy and prosperous New Year!
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Holiday Greetings UAW Local 2280
Brothers and Sisters, Active and Retired,
  What a busy year it has been! I would like to start 
by congratulating our newly retired members. You 
have all put in your time and deserve a long and happy 
retirement. Please consider staying involved in our 
Local by participating in our Retiree Chapter. Ralph 
Frontera does a great job lining up relevant speakers to 
address the group. They have had representatives from 
the VEBA trust, county services, veterans affairs and 
many more. Thank you to Ralph and the Retiree Board 
for keeping our Retiree Chapter so active! If you are 
recently retired please consider attending their monthly 

meetings over here at the Local on the second Wednesday of each month. 
Meetings begin at 10 a.m. – hope to see you there!
  On the flip side of things, we have gained some new members on the active 
rolls in the plant. I would like to personally welcome you to Local 2280 and 
hope you are finding your bearings in the plant. As you settle in, you may 
have questions that you didn’t think of on your first day and that is okay! The 
Local, along with our in-plant committee and appointees, are good places 
to turn in order to point you in the right direction. The absolute best way to 
get answers to questions you may not even know you have is to attend our 
General Membership meeting on the 3rd Sunday of the month. The meetings 
begin at 11 a.m. If you haven’t yet come by to check out your Local 2280 
Hall, we are located in Downtown Utica at 45116 Cass Avenue. Keep an eye 
out when you are in the Main Aisle in the plant for informational flyers about 
meetings, events and other important information. We also share information 
via Facebook and Instagram, so if you don’t already follow UAW Local 2280 
please add us! 
  2024 was the year of negotiations over here at the Local! I would like to 
congratulate the members of our three sorting units (Bay, QPC and Azar) on 
ratifying new agreements this year. It is nice to have a seat at the bargaining 
table and I hope that you all find your new agreements to be an improvement to 
the previous contracts and bring a little more money to your pockets.
  Lastly, I would like to thank all those who volunteered, planned, and 
participated in our events over the course of the year. Spending time with our 
union brothers and sisters brings us closer and promotes solidarity. Our bond 
as union members helps strengthen our communities both inside and outside of 
the plant. If anyone is looking for ways to get more involved or if you have an 
idea for a social event, please let me know. 
  I hope you all have a Happy Holiday Season, a Merry Christmas and a 
healthy and prosperous New Year!

  It’s an honor writing and giving greetings to you 
and your loved ones this season. With the end of 2024 
coming and the New Year beginning, we need to look 
back at the prior year and give thanks for all the good 
things in our lives. I think we can all be thankful 
for family, friends and good paying jobs. I know at 
times, personally, I forget how fortunate I am in life. 
I sometimes forget how blessed I am and what is 
important. At times, if the big dreams don’t happen, 
I become disappointed, but the real blessings are the 
small things. Sometimes it helps to remind myself 
that waking up, my car starting and making it to work 
is a blessing. Making it to work to earn the income 

to pay for my gas, electric and water bill is a blessing. While it seems small, 
having the ability to buy a loaf of bread and produce and other necessities, is a 
blessing. 
  Along with the above, knowing I have my family with me and celebrating 
life events with them is a blessing. Still having the ability to remember the 
family and friends I have lost throughout the years and the ability to honor 
their memories is a blessing. Simply being able to stand and walk outside and 
enjoy my day is truly a blessing. The small things are what carry me through 
the day, giving me the ability to remain confident and prosperous. 
  With that being said, I hope many of you will join the Local in the next year 
by participating in many of our upcoming events. Bring your family and enjoy. 
I hope to see you at our Local meetings in the coming year and I look forward 
to seeing everyone in the plant to wish you a good day. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

Vice
President’s

Report
by  NICOLE

DIDIA

Recording 
Secretary’s

Report
by THOMAS

PEET

The Holiday Season Is Upon Us The Holiday Season Is Upon Us
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Hello Brothers and Sisters of Local 2280,
  I would just like to take a few moments to wish 
everyone a Happy Holiday season. We are all fortunate 
to have this extra time off to enjoy the holidays with our 
friends and family and I hope you all have a fun and 
restful break from the plant. 
  I am grateful for what this year has brought us here 
at Van Dyke and I look forward to a bigger and brighter 
future in 2025. It is truly my pleasure to serve our 

membership, and I thank the members of Local 2280 for entrusting me to 
represent them.
  Please be safe during this time as I look forward to seeing you all in the 
fast-approaching new year.

Seasons Greetings to the Membership of
UAW Local 2280, both active and retired,
  The Van Dyke Electric Powertrain Center had 
another eventful year in 2024. We started out quite 
busy, but as electric vehicle sales slowed down, so did 
the work in our power unit area. Not to worry though, 
we are starting to shift the work to hybrid models and 
things are starting to pick back up. We are also working 
on getting new work lined up to replace the job that 
was cancelled in our plant due to it being all electric 
vehicle work. 

  As a whole, our plant is doing fine with enough jobs to keep everyone 
working right now, however TLO’s will continue in certain areas. I look 
forward to seeing what is in store for the VEPC in 2025! I wish all of you, along 
with your families and loved ones a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Plant 
Chairman

by NICHOLAS A. 
STEFANI

Plant 
Committee
by JAMES

MONTGOMERY

Season’s Greetings Wishing You and Your Family
the Best Holiday Season

Local 2280 did it again!
The membership really stepped up 
this year to ensure that no child 
goes without a Christmas gift this 
year. Through your donations, we 
collected over collected over 300 300 toys and toys and $$3,2653,265 
(includes $100 from the Retiree 
Chapter) to put towards the cause. 
The generosity of this membership 
is truly amazing and genuinely 
appreciated.

IN MEMORIAM
The Officers, Executive Board, In-Plant Committee and 

Appointees and entire membership of UAW Local 2280 extend 
their deepest sympathies to the families and loved ones

of our deceased members and retirees...

Please keep the family and friends of these brothers 
and sisters in your thoughts and prayers.

Andre Brown....................................................July 2024
Thomas Neal...................................................July 2024
Larry Bennefield..................Retiree......September 2024
James Williamson..............Retiree......September 2024
Joseph Aluia......................Retiree.......November 2024
Gheorghe Halmaghi..........Retiree.......November 2024
Ellis Willson, Jr......................Retiree.......November 2024
Charles Hollis......................Retiree ..... December 2024
Eugene Obidzinski..............Retiree...... December 2024

To All My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
  We have so much to be grateful for this time of year. One thing we can all 
be thankful for is the contractually negotiated benefits we receive as UAW 
members and retirees. If you have any questions regarding your insurance and 
benefits, please do not hesitate to reach out.
  I wish you all great health and happiness as you spend time with your family 
and friends this holiday season. May you all have a happy holiday, whichever 
you celebrate, and a prosperous new year. Go Lions!

From Your Benefits Rep.
by EDDIE NOVJANOVSKI

Happy Holiday Season

FACEBOOK:	 • UAW Local 2280
	 • UAW Region 1
	 • UAW International Union, UAW
	 • Van Dyke Electric Powertrain Center
email: uawlocal2280@aol.com
Instagram: @uawlocal2280

Ford and Union Resources/Social Media
accounts that you may find useful...HELPFUL LINKS
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FINANCIAL
REPORT

Submitted for
your approval,
ROB VITALE,

Financial Secretary

  I would like to wish all 
of the Local 2280 brothers 
and sisters of Local 2280 
a Merry Christmas and a 
New Year full of happiness! 
  Another year has come 
and gone (quite quickly I 
might add) and throughout 
it we held many activities, 
events and fundraisers. Our 
golf outing at Cherry Creek 
turned out fantastic, raising 
lots of money to award 

scholarships to the children of our membership. I 
was lucky enough to witness Stephan Kapraun sink 
a hole in one on his first shot of the event which 

is something you don’t see every day! We will be 
hosting the event again at Cherry Creek on August 
24, 2025, for those of you who want to come see 
how much fun you can have golfing for a good 
cause. Thank you to everyone who volunteers their 
time at our events throughout the year, I appreciate 
all you do!
  Looking forward to 2025, I would like to remind 
the membership that our monthly meeting will start 
back up in January. They typically fall on the third 
Sunday of the month but are occasionally moved 
for holiday weekends, so please look in the plant 
for information. Attending the General Membership 
meeting is a great way to find out what is going on 
and get involved in upcoming events.
  In closing, Merry Christmas! I hope this season 

by ROB
VITALE

Financial 
Secretary’s

Report

Per Capita Taxes - CAP Councils.......................................... 2,813.88
Refreshments - Caterers.......................................................... 301.44
Rental of Mats, Mops, Rugs, etc................................................ 24.39
Supplies - Office........................................................................... 4.00
Technical and Support Fees.................................................. 4,598.00
Telephone................................................................................. 227.70
  Expense Total.......................................................................109,939.22
  Total.......................................................................................799,802.89

  Beginning Balance.................................................................797,057.88
    Income....................................................................... 112,684.23
    Expenses.................................................................. -109,939.22
    Difference...............................................................................2,745.01
  Balance.................................................................................799,802.89

FUND BALANCES
General Fund.................................................................... 757,038.41
Education Fund..................................................................... 7,062.29
Recreation Fund................................................................. -59,285.43
Retired Members Fund.......................................................... 1,473.17
Scholarship Fund................................................................ 32,322.21
Retired Workers Chapter Fund............................................ 24,251.12
Union Label Committee Fund....................................................... 9.00
New Member Orientation Fund............................................. 1,598.42
Chaplaincy Committee Fund.....................................................111.34
Building Fund...................................................................... 32,092.72
Community Service Committee Fund....................................... 108.54
Civil Rights Committee Fund.................................................... 256.00
Veterans Committee Fund........................................................ 890.00
Women’s Committee Fund.................................................... 1,875.10
  Total of All Funds.................................................................799,802.89

ALLOCATION OF ASSETS
Actual Bank Balance......................................................... 270,354.32
Cash On Hand.............................................................................. 0.00
The Local Credit Union........................................................ 55,518.82
The Local Credit Union - 24 Month................................... 129,951.78
The Local Credit Union - 12 Month..................................... 30,837.84
The Local Credit Union - Savings............................................... 10.00
Royal Alliance.................................................................... 313,130.13
  Total Cash Assets................................................................799,802.89

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Per Capita Tax – November 2024....................................... 67,076.02
  Net Cash Worth....................................................................732,726.87

THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL REPORT
Period of NOVEMBER 1, 2024 through NOVEMBER 30, 2024

Beginning Balance (November 1, 2024)................................797,057.88

INCOME
Dues - Regular (Private Sector)........................................ 110,266.60
Dues - SUB........................................................................... 1,384.73
Dues - Retired Workers @ 35%................................................... 2.80
Dues - Retired Workers @ $1.00 or $2.00............................... 422.10
Donations - Retired Workers Chapter...................................... 608.00
  Income Total.........................................................................112,684.23

EXPENSES
Wages (Officers)....................................................................... 837.64
Wages (Clerical).................................................................... 4,639.68
Wages (Political Activist)....................................................... 5,200.00
Lost Time (Officers)............................................................... 8,012.70
Lost Time (Others).................................................................... 313.36
Weekly/Monthly Exp Allowance - Officers................................ 130.00
Weekly/Monthly Exp. Allowance - Pol Act................................ 553.84
Weekly/Monthly Exp. Allowance - Others.............................. 2,303.00
Others - Non-Tax Travel Per Diem, etc...................................... 80.00
Others - Non-Tax Travel Per Diem, etc.................................... 190.27
Holiday (Officers)...................................................................... 324.60
Vacation (Officers).................................................................... 162.30
Holiday (Clerical)...................................................................... 515.52
Refreshments Reimbursement................................................. 109.74
Supply Reimbursement.............................................................. 62.02
Federal Taxes....................................................................... -2,713.86
FICA..................................................................................... -1,430.53
MECA.....................................................................................  -334.57
Ml Tax..................................................................................  -1,058.50
UDues......................................................................................  -59.21
Refund - Int’l Initiation Fee (Reg)............................................... 50.00
Federal Income Taxes (941) Forward.................................... 2,713.86
FICA-Employee OASDI and HI Forward............................... 1,765.10
State Income Taxes Forward................................................. 2,047.40
FICA Employer OASDI and HI (941)..................................... 1,765.10
Dental/Hearing/Medical/Vision Insurance................................. 102.26
Utilities (Building Ownership)................................................... 476.05
Donations - Charities............................................................. 2,961.03
Donations - Schools & University.......................................... 1,250.00
Furniture & Equipment - Leases & Rentals.............................. 248.88
Hats, Jackets, Shirts (incl. team sports) - Not for resale.......... 135.00
Internet Service (Access Fees).................................................. 80.00
Per Capita Taxes - International.......................................... 70,537.13

Best Holiday Season Wishes to You

brings you peace, joy and lots of good food. May 
the kindness you put into the world find its way 
back to you and God bless!

 If you have graduating seniors or children/
grandchildren under the age of 25 who are 
currently attending college or an accredited 
vocational school, they could be eligible to apply 
for our annual scholarship program. Please look 
for information about the program in the plant at 
the end of January 2025.
 Please note that past winners need not reapply, 
as you may only win once!

UAW Local 2280
Scholarship Applications
ATTENTION MEMBERS AND RETIREES...
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37th Annual Scholarship

In the spirit of trying something new this 
Halloween, the Women’s Committee teamed up 
with the Women of Ford to host the 1st Annual 
Van Dyke Plant Trunk or Treat. Members kindly 
volunteered to decorate their vehicles and pass 
out candy to the children of Local 2280. We had 

a great turnout for our first run at 
this and hope to grow the event in 
the coming years. It was so fun seeing 
everyone dressed up and the extra

creativity in their decorated cars!

It is not every day that you get to do something you love while making 
a difference for future generations, but on Sunday, August 4, 2024, 
members and friends of Local 2280 did just that. We held our 37th Annual 
Scholarship Golf Outing at Cherry Creek Golf Club and we are happy to 
report the event was a great success.
HUGE THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS 
for their continued support and to everyone 
who participated. The event went off without 

a hitch thanks to our 
fantastic volunteers. 
Money generated from 
the outing is used 
to fund scholarships 
for the children and 
grandchildren of our 
membership each year. 

We look forward to doing it again in 2025!
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A HAND UP, NOT A HAND OUT

  We hope this article finds everyone 
in good health and spirits. For those 
who may not have heard, we opened 
a Veterans Room in the plant this 
year as a special place to honor those 
who have served. The room holds 
memorabilia collected from veterans 
and their families. Thank you to all 
who have donated to the room!
  If your name is not yet on the 
Veterans Wall of Honor, please see a 
member of the committee with a copy 
of your DD214 and we will gladly 
have you added.
  The Veterans Committee would like 
to thank the membership for helping 
out with the annual Toys for Tots 
drive, sponsored by the US Marine 
Corps. The gate collection on Friday, 
December 1, 2024, raised roughly 
$3,266 for the cause, along with the 
donations of over 300 toys from the 
membership.
  We would also like to thank the 

membership for purchasing turkeys 
to donate to veterans causes. We took 
20 turkeys to the VVA-Chapter 154 
and an additional 40 turkeys to Vets 
Returning Home. 
  The committee is so fortunate and 
thankful for all of the support from 
the membership throughout the year. 
This group really knows how to 
step it up for our vets. Through your 
donations, we were able to contribute 
to the Halloween Festival at the VA 
this past October and also made a 
donation to purchase Christmas trees 
and wreaths for the VA Hospital to 
decorate for the holiday season.
  We also are donating 35 queen- 
sized fleece blankets to the VA 
Domiciliary this season, which is 
again made possible through the 
kindness of our membership.
  We wish you all a new year full of 
health and happiness. Remember, if 
you love your freedom – thank a vet!

  The 29th Annual Southeastern Michigan Veterans Stand Down was held 
September 18-19, 2024, at Macomb Community College in Warren, Michigan. 
The event is designed to help homeless veterans get off the street (at least for 
a bit), providing a nice meal and assistance with other basic needs. The cost 
to put on the event is roughly $25,000, serving roughly 200 people total (both 
homeless vets and non-veterans). Once again, the second day of the event was 
focused on our female veterans.
  There are roughly 107,000 homeless veterans in the United States with around 
7,000 being here in Michigan. This event is a great way to show appreciation 
to those who have served our country. Wayne Conner, Richard Cathy and 
Butch Nickels held the 11th Annual Stand Down golf outing on September 
27, 2024, at Golden Hawk which raised roughly $5,400 for the event. Please 
contact Wayne Conner if you are interested in participating next year.

VAN DYKE
Dealer Panel

FOR EMPLOYEES and FAMILY MEMBERS

In solidarity, UAW Local 2280 Dealer Panel
Wayne Conner • (586) 826-6577 • wconner@ford.com

Dave Pemberton • (586) 596-0266 • pembertond2006@comcast.net
Alicia Lawson • (586) 826-6351 • ataylo35@ford.com

Please remember the Dealer Panel is here to assist you with any 
issues that arise pertaining to purchase of vehicles or service and 
Ford and Lincoln Dealerships. The process of buying a car can be 
stressful and we are here to help when problems arise!
 
We have three people on the panel who are ready and willing to 
assist you. Please reach out to Wayne Conner at (586) 826-6577, 
Alicia Lawson at (586) 826-6351 or Dave Pemberton (586) 596-
0266. We have also listed email addresses below if you prefer to 
reach out electronically.

Lastly, for those who may not have noticed, our new contract 
states that all current full-time active employees will receive a 
$1,500 voucher towards purchasing a new vehicle between 
January 1 – December 31, 2024. The deadline is approaching - 
don’t let your benefits go to waste!

We hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable holiday and don’t 
forget we are here to help!

Veterans Committee Report
Chairman REGGIE JHONS, JASON FRAME, SCOTT ARRINGTON, WAYNE CONNER, 

Advisers KIM KOHN, ELIZABETH JONES, JEFF CLELAND
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ESSP, LAP-C/EDTP Rep. Report
by DEBBIE LITTLETON

586-826-6161   email: dlittl13@ford.com

Brothers and Sisters of Local 2280!
  My name is Debbie Littleton. I 
am the ESSP/EDTP Representative 
for Local 2280. For those of you 
who do not know what types of 
benefits are available to you through 
this negotiated program, I have 
highlighted a few of the different 
programs and services that are 
available to you. If you have any 
questions or are looking for any 
additional information, please do not 
hesitate to give me a call.

Employee Support Services 
Program (ESSP)
  UAW-FORD offers Employee 
Support Services Program (ESSP). 
ESSP is a CONFIDENTIAL and 
Voluntary program, designed to 
help workers dealing with issues 
that not only detract from their job 
performance, but their private life as 
well.
  ESSP assists with Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse, Wellness, 
Child Care, Elder Care, Stress, Grief/
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders, 
Marital and Family, Financial and 
many more. ESSP assistance is 
available to the UAW-FORD Active 
Employee (Hourly or Salary), their 
spouse and/or Dependent(s). 

Fitness Center
  I appreciate everyone signing in, 
filling out the waivers and keeping 
the facility clean. If there’s any issues
with the equipment, please contact me. 
  Everyone that uses the Fitness 
Center will need to fill out a new 
waiver starting January 2025 for the 
new year.

Education Development &
Training Program, (EDTP)
  ETAP is for all Active UAW-
represented hourly employees 
including Temporary Workers after 
90 days of employment. ETAP 
provides for prepayment of tuition 
and approved fees up to $8,000* per 
calendar year for approved courses 
leading to a GED, Associate Degree, 
Bachelor Degree, Master Degree, 
PhD and approved certificate/diploma 
programs from regionally accredited 
educational institutions. 

Personal Development
Assistance (PDA) 
  The PDA feature of the Employee 
Tuition Plan provides for prepayment 
of tuition and approved fees up to 
$4,000 (of the $8,000) for classes 
that improve or enhance a member’s 
position in the workplace.

Textbook Reimbursement
  Up to $1000 (of the $8,000) 
per year may be used for book 
reimbursement. 

For more information visit:
www.uawford.org/EDTP

Ford Industrial Readiness 
Certificate Program (IRCP)
  All full-time seniority Ford Motor 
Company employees and Temporary 
UAW hourly employees who have 
acquired 90 days of employment or 
more who are interested in earning a 
position on the facility’s Apprentice 
Eligibility List must successfully 
complete the Industrial Readiness 
Certificate Program (IRCP).
  This program consists of three 
standardized, non-accredited courses 
completed through the local approved 
college or the online provider. 
Successful completion consists of a 
Pass/Fail basis – 75% and higher is 
passing. Employee Tuition Assistance 

WeCare E	S	S	P

Program benefits will apply.
For more information please visit: 

www.uawford.org/edtp/ircp/
Community Engagement 
Scholarship (CES) 
The CES assists UAW employees 
with college tuition costs for their 
dependent children.
  The Community Engagement 
Scholarship Program reimburses the 
active UAW represented employee(s) 
up to $1,600 per calendar year, per 
eligible dependent once the classes 
are completed by the dependent 
and the required documentation is 
submitted. 

Retiree Employees (RETAP)
  Retirees may now use their full 
$2000 benefit to attend classes at 
colleges or universities approved at 
regionally accredited institutions.

For more information visit:
www.uawford.org/scholarships/ 

Happy Holidays

SAVE THE DATE...SAVE THE DATE...

UAW Local 2280
Scholarship Program
Applications available at the end
of January 2025

Bowling Tournament
Look for information in the plant, will likely be held
in March 2025

Family Picnic
Sunday, August 3, 2025, at Jimmy John’s Park

Scholarship Golf Outing
Sunday, August 24, 2025, at Cherry Creek

LOCAL

2280

As you can see, there are many benefits and programs. 
Might as well put these negotiated benefits to use!

Please feel free to contact me at dlittl13@ford.com or
call me in my office at (586) 826-6161 for more information.

ATTENTION: All Retiring UAW EMPLOYEES

Are You
Planning Your
Retirement?
We are your UAW Rollover specialists.

Michelle Gravelle, CFP
Investment Professional

Retirement Planning
IRAs
Rollovers
Early Buyouts

Whatever your financial needs,
we can help. There is no cost or
obligation for UAW members!

Serving UAW Members 
and their Families for

over 21 Years!

CALL MICHELLE TODAY
TO SCHEDULE YOUR

PERSONAL APPOINTMENT.
Securities offered

through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC 1.800.668.7135
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WE HAD A FANTASTIC TURNOUT FOR THE 
RETIREE CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

AT FERN HILL ON WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 11, 2024
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Hello To My Fellow Retirees and Active Membership,
  I hope everyone is well and ready for the coming 
Holiday Season. I know that most of us have been busy 
putting up those tangled lights, yard decorations and 
of course the tree with ornaments that remind us of 
Christmas past. Just where have those years gone?
  As we celebrate this season, now is the time to reflect 
on how fortunate we Union members and retirees are. 
We have pensions, health care and other benefits that are 
sometimes taken for granted. It is important to remember 
that this standard of living is not a given and is made 
possible through Union membership!
  In an effort to spread our good fortune, the Retiree 

Chapter adopted five families in need this year. While shopping for the families 
and delivering the donations, I was reminded how fortunate we truly are. The 
families were quite thankful to the Chapter for our help.
  The annual Retiree Christmas Luncheon was held at Fern Hill on December 
11, 2024. We had roughly 132 retirees and guests in attendance. A good time 
was had by all. Everyone went home with a door prize in their hands and a 
smile on their face. We had several new retirees attend and of course, all of us 
old timers were there with bells on. We even had a visit from Region 1 Director 
LaShawn English and Assistant Director Ray Pecoraro to wish the retirees a 
Merry Christmas.
  I would like to take 
this opportunity to 
acknowledge those 
who consistently help 
with our Chapter. 
Thank you to the 
membership of Local 
2280 for supplying 
lunch for our monthly 
meetings. I would 
also like to thank 
the ladies who bake 
desserts and set up these monthly lunches for us. We also get help at the picnic 
each year from the volunteers manning the grill and from all the folks who 
bring dishes to pass or donations of ice. Your help is greatly appreciated.
  Thank you also to the Officers of the Local who are always so very 
accommodating to the requests of the Retiree Chapter. It is nice to know that I 
can always count on things to get done. Please know that this help throughout 
the year does not go unnoticed. It is truly an honor and a privilege to serve this 
group as Retiree Chairperson.
  To all the retirees, new and old, if you would like to be on the email list and 
are not already, please send a message to me at ralphfrontera51@gmail.com 
and I will be sure to add you to the list.

Congratulations to all of the newly retired members.
We wish you all a long life of leisure in your retirement.

Permanent Vacation

Retirees
Corner
by RALPH

FRONTERA
Retiree Chairperson

  At the October Retiree 
Meeting, there was an 
election held for a 3-year 
term to the Retiree 
Chapter Executive Board. 
Thank you to this group 
of retirees who are willing 
to step up and help 
out even though their 
working days are over!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Greg SCHASSBURGER
Dept. 741, #1 Shift, 51 Years
“Thank you to the UAW for 

51 years of protection.”

Ken RADYKO
Dept. 721, #2 Shift, 24 Years

“Thanks to all!”

John PIWONSKI
Dept. 163, #3 Shift, 25 Years

Ronald O’CONNOR
Dept. 748, #2 Shift

“The UAW and Ford are 
the best thing to happen 

to me. Thank you!”
Kenneth LIGON

Dept. 132, A Crew, 30 Years
“Thanks to the UAW 
and Ford! I am look-

ing forward to enjoying 
retirement.”

Brian KLEPAK
Dept. 143, #2 Shift, 28.5 Years
“Proud and happy retiree 

of UAW Local 2280!”

Goose
Dept. 777, #1 Shift, 41 Years

“Thanks, it was fun!”

Andrew DOCHERTY
Dept 363, #2 Shift, 53 Years 

“It was good working 
with all the friends I 

made along the way. I 
am enjoying retirement.”

Lyle DANFORTH
Powerhouse, #3 Shift

Alt. H&S Rep., 21 Years
“I had a great time

working at Ford. Thank 
you to the UAW & Ford 

for providing a great life. 
Be safe!”

Dale BETTE
Dept. 777, #1 Shift

“Thanks to the UAW for a 
great 30 years…I wish all 

those I met along the way 
the best and hope every-
one can enjoy retirement 

some day!”

Robert ARSENEAULT
Dept. 830, #3 Shift, 27 Years
“Thanks to the UAW and 

Ford!”
A big ‘THANK YOU’ to our volunteers and 
membership for a very successful turkey 
donation effort this past Thanksgiving.

LOCAL
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2025 RETIREE MEETINGS

January 8, 2025
February 12, 2025

March 12, 2025
April 9, 2025
May 14, 2025

ALL MEETING DATES BELOW FALL ON A WEDNESDAY.

June 11, 2025*
September 10, 2025

October 8, 2025
November 12, 2025
December 10, 2025*

Meetings begin at 10:00 a.m. at the Local 2280 Union Hall
in downtown Utica. With the exceptions of the Picnic in

June and Christmas Luncheon held in December.

Congratulations to the newly elected 
Retirees Chapter Executive Board

Ralph Frontera, Chairperson
  and Area Council Delegate
Vince Colagiovanni, Vice Chair
   and Area Council Delegate
Marty Winiarski, Recording Secretary
Ron Sobczynski, Financial Secretary
  and Area Council Delegate

Norm Adkins, Trustee
Dave Edgerton, Trustee
Louise Snyder, Trustee
Tom Pease, Sergeant-at-Arms
Laurie Christensen, Guide
David Frame, Area Council Delegate

We invite all retirees (new 
and old) to stop by the Local 
to have your picture taken if 

you have not already! 
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Not sure when Santa 
traded in the sleigh for a 

F-150 Lightning, but we 
support his decision! 

 Members and families of UAW Local 2280 
were once again treated to a fun morning at 
the movies to help get into the holiday spirit. 
The party was held on Sunday, December 8, 
2024, at MJR Cinemas, where the group had 
a chance to see the hit movie “Moana 2” 
and visit with Santa Claus.
 There was a great turnout this year and 
we appreciate everyone who came out. We 
would like to extend a sincere thank you 
to Santa Claus for making time to create 
Christmas magic for the kids of Local 2280. 
We know it is your busy season!


